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Russian Said to Predict Israeli Ties
And Increased Jewish Emigration

NEW YORK TIMES
26 December 1985

WASHINGTON., Dec. 25 — A Soviet
diplomat was reported today to have
told a representative here of an Amer-
ican Jewish organization that he be.
lieves Moscow will restore diplomatic
relations with Israel in February and
dramatically increase the number of
Jews permitted to emigrate to Israel.

The conversation, which occurred a
few days ago, was disclosed in a tele-
phone interview today by Rabbi Mar-
poir Hisro dean of the Simon Wiesenthal
Center m Los Angeles.

According to Rabbi Hier, the Soviet
diplomat, attached to the embassy
here, initiated the Iluncheon and
seemed eager to put across two points.
These were that he *‘thinks’’ there will
be full diplomatic relations between Is-
rael and the Soviet Union in February,
before the Communist Party congress
that month, and that Moscow is going
to allow many more Jews to leave than
are permitted now.

Rabbi Hier asked that the names of

the diplomat and the representative of
the Wiesenthal Center not be men.
tioned. He sai
the discussion

d that the substance of
had been conveyed to the

Israeli Embassy in Washington. The

Israelis s said the Soviet diplomat, who
is officially listed as orie of Thany Tirs y first
secretaries in the embassy, was known
to them for years as a K G.B. agent
who has specialized in J ewish affairs.

The [sraelis speculated that the dip-
lomat was uniikely to have spoken as
he had with the Jewish representative
€xcept under instructions, Rabbi Hier
said.

Cautioned Is Stressed

Israeli officials said, however, that
while they were interested in such re-
ports, they were waiting for firm indi-
cations from Moscow that a more con-
ciliatory approach toward Israel and
Soviet Jews was planned.

[n a separate conversation, Rabbi
Hier’s representative confirmed the es-
sence of his talks but stressed the need
for caution, since there has been no of-
ficial indication from Moscow of an im-
minent change in policy. The Soviet
diplomat did not respond to a report-
er's request to talk to him.

This was the latest in a series of re-
ports about possible improvement in
Soviet relations with Israel that have
circulated in recent months. As with
other such reports, there is a plausibil-
ity to it, but no confirmation from the
Scviet side.

What is clear from the pattern of
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meetings and conversations, Reagan |
Administration officials said, is that
Moscow seems interested in maintain-
ing contacts both with Israeli officials
and with leading Jews in the West.

. Moscow Seeks Peace Conference

' Prime Minister Shimon Peres pf Is-
rael has said Israel would be willing to
attend a Middle East peace conference
— long sought by Moscow and more re-
cently by Jordan — only if the Soviet
Union restored diplomatic relations,
which it severed at the time of the 1967 .
Arab-Israeli war. Mr. Peres has also |

said such a conference should only
serve as a vehicle to allow Israel and a
Jordanian-Palestinian group to negoti-
ate directly.

Mr. Peres met in October at the
United Nations with the Soviet Foreign
Minister, Eduard A. Shevardnadze,
and raised the possibility of diplomatic
relations and eased Soviet emigration
rules for Jews. Mr. Shevardnadze, who

. was reported by Mr. Peres to have

been affable in the conversation, told
him that Moscow was then preoccupied
with preparing for the November sum-
mit meeting with President Reagan
but would look at such questions after-

. ward.

At the summit meeting Mikhail S.
Gorbachev, the Soviet leader, agreed
to come to Washington next year, pos-
sibly as early as June, and Mr. Reagan
agreed to go to Moscow in 1987.

Rabbi Hier speculated that Moscow
was interested in blunting criticism
among American Jews before Mr. Gor-
bachev came to the United States. Dur-
ing the Geneva summit meeting, Rabbj
Hier’s group was active in protesting
the treatment of Soviet Jews, as were
some other organizations.

He said this could be ‘‘a new and sig- |
nificant development.”’

The Simon Wiesenthal Center is in-
volved primarily in studying Nazi
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crimes and contemporary anti-Serni-
tism. Rabbi Hier said the group had be-
come increasingly involved in Soviet
affairs because of its concerm over
conditions for Jews in the Soviet Unijon.
Mr. Peres has also proposed to Mos-
cow, through intermediaries, that
there be a large-scale increase in emi-
gration to Israel of Soviet Jews. After
reaching a high of nearly 60,000 in 1979,
the number of Jewish emigrants has
fallen below 1,000 in recent years.

Mr. Peres suggested that the Soviet
Union allow charter planes to take the
emigrants directly to Israel, insuring
that they not go instead to the United
States via Vienna, which is where they
fly now when they leave the Soviet
Union. But Israeli officials said they
had not received any reply from Mos-
cow to the proposal, made several

months ago.

Senior Soviet diplomats have had
talks with Israeli diplomats in Paris
and Washington in recent months, Is-
raeli officials said, but no promises
were made.

Some Arab nations, such as Egypt
and Jordan, have recommended to
Moscow that it restore diplomatic rela-
tions with Israel to help improve
chances for a Middle East peace con-
ference. They have contended that
Moscow is unable to play a significant
role in Middle East diplomacy as long
as it lacks an official presence in Is.
rael.

Officially, the Soviet Union has taken
the position that it would not restore
diplomatic relations with Israel until
Israel agreed to return all the lands it

. occupied in the 1967 war.




